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The number of devices communicating via the open CC-Link IE Ethernet and
CC-Link Fieldbus networks passed the 22 million mark in 20171, confirming their
position as some of the most popular industrial network technologies globally.
Having posted an increasing annual growth figure of over 2 million every year for the
past four years, the governing body - the CC-Link Partner Association (CLPA) - is
predicting that number will comfortably exceed 24 million sometime during 2018.

By 2017 the annual growth rate had reached over 15% adding nearly 3 million nodes when compared
to the previous year’s figures.
1

Years quoted are financial years, running from April to March.
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The number of devices installed annually, equipped with CC-Link fieldbus or more
recently the increasingly popular CC-Link IE gigabit Ethernet, has been constantly
expanding since the foundation of the CLPA, back in 2000. By 2017 the annual growth
rate had reached over 15% adding nearly 3 million nodes when compared to the
previous year’s figures.
A key feature that has made CC-Link IE and CC-Link industrial automation network
technologies so popular is their open status. Users are not limited to one single
automation hardware vendor or a small number of control and automation equipment
suppliers. Instead, machine and system builders can select components from an everexpanding pool of CLPA partner companies and be sure that these products are
compatible and easy to integrate.
John Wozniak, Manager of CLPA-Americas, explains: “The increase in the number of
CC-Link IE and CC-Link devices is a result of the growing number of CLPA partners.”
Currently, there are over 3,400-partner companies worldwide and more than 1,800
certified products available from over 300 manufacturers.
The CLPA’s solutions are a de facto standard in Japan and other parts of Asia which
helps boost the total figures. However, usage is not limited to this market and adoption
is growing here in the Americas as well as Europe. Acceptance has been helped
recently by an interoperability specification developed between the CLPA and
PROFINET & PROFIBUS International (PI).
An additional development that has benefited CC-Link IE end users is a collaboration
between the CLPA and the OPC Foundation (OPCF), which resulted in the
development of an OPC UA companion specification for the CLPA’s CSP+ for
Machine technology. This increases process transparency and simplifies the
configuration and maintenance of plant systems by treating complete machines as
single devices.
John Wozniak concludes: “The Partner Association is committed to providing its users
with access to solutions that help with achieving the goals and objectives required by
Industry 4.0. The CLPA has been leading the way in industrial networking cooperation,
which has allowed our users to benefit from a wide range of open and flexible solutions
from many manufacturers, developers and integrators. We firmly believe this is one of
the main reasons why we are continuing to attract more and more support for our
technologies from industry.”
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About the CC-Link Partner Association (CLPA)
The CLPA is an international organization founded in 2000 dedicated to the
technical development and promotion of the CC-Link family of open automation
networks. The CLPA's key technology is CC-Link IE, the world's first and only open
gigabit Ethernet for automation and an ideal solution for Industry 4.0 applications
due to its unmatched bandwidth. Currently the CLPA has over 3,400 member
companies worldwide, with more than 1,800 certified products. CC-Link is the
leading open industrial automation network technology in Asia and is becoming
increasingly popular in Europe and the Americas.
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Stay in touch with the CLPA and hear the news first hand, via our social media channels.

Twitter=#CLPA_News
Facebook=CLPANews
LinkedIn CLPA
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